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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-7, 15-17,19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Perkins. 

Perkins discloses in figures 1-5 a portable sacral support comprising a main body 
10, having a bottom (the lower portion of 10 in fig. 2), a central portion (the area covered 
by 15), adjacent side portions (the two vertical extending portions of 20), a rear surface 
(the rear surface is the surface that includes the ramps and the recesses), a plurality of 
ramps 15 and a plurality or recess 12, that provide compressive supports, that are 
focused on the sacrum and less compressive (at 12) in release area located adjacent 
each side of the central portion, the body is made of a molded plastic (col. 1, lines 40- 
43) and is an integral one piece (col. 2, lines 2-4 ), a spacer 26 that provides an 
extension, the compressive support (the device is resilient) of the central portion is 
variable (it can be made of various densities of foam), the end portion includes at least 
one thicken portion 26, the end portion extend beyond the central portion (the central 
portion is interpreted as being 15, the ends where 26 is located extends beyond the 
portions 15), a flex gate 19a, the central portion includes a shaped and raised area (the 
upper portion of 10 shown in fig. 3 is raised from the slightly curved portion) that 
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includes a protruding lower portion (the lower portion of the front surface protrudes 
outwardly from the tapered upper portion), the main body includes a curved front 
surface (fig. 3), and the open cell foam (col. 2, lines 20-24), provides dimples spaced 
across a portion of the front surface. The open cells provide through holes that extend 
through a portion of the main. The foam material is polyurethane (col. 2, lines 20-23) 
that is a self-skinning foam. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 28 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brooks. 

Brooks discloses in figure 3 a portable sacral support comprising a central 
portion 30 including a recess (the opening in the pouch 30) and an insert 16 that has 
different density valves (col. 6, lines 1-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent nnay not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perkins 

in view of Goldstein. 
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Perkins discloses in figures 1-5 a portal sacral support, substantially as claimed. 
However, Perkins doesnl disclose a tether extending away from at least a portion of the 
bottom. Goldstein teaches in figures 1-4 a sacral support comprising a tether (the tether 
31) extending away from at least a portion of the bottom of the support. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was 
made that the tether as taught by Goldstein could be incorporated into the sacral 
support disclosed by Perkins in order to use the tether to attach the sacral support to a 
chair or the seat of an automobile. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brooks. 

Brooks discloses in figure 3 a portable sacral support, substantially as claimed. 
However, Brooks doesn't disclose what force the support provides. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made 
that the insert could be used to provide certain forces that could include 2 psi to 4 psi. 
because the density of the insert would determine what psi it provides. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-9 and 18 and objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 5, 10-13, 27 and 32-33 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Serola and Summers, each discloses a portable sacral support. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4972. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 am-4:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gergory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Brown 
March 9, 2006 




MICHAEL A. BROWN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



